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A ~ti~odies~ Their structure and junction 
by M.W. Steward 
Chapman and Hatl; London, 1984 
96 pages. 53.25 
This book is a new volume in the popular ‘Outline 
Studies in Biology’ series. The intention of the 
general editors of the series is that the books 
should act as guides to the conceptual framework 
of the individual subjects presented. They aim to 
bridge the gap, which in many areas of im- 
munology is obvious and acutely difficult to do, 
between textbooks and specialized reviews. 
Without doubt this book on antibodies achieves 
this aim admirably. It is straightforward and 
understandable, it informs and stimulates without 
being superficial in presenting what is, to many 
people, a complex and obscure area. 
The chapters of the book deal with: isolation 
and purification of antibodies; structure of im- 
munoglobulins; antigen-antibody interactions; 
biological activities of ~tibodies; the genetics and 
biological synthesis of antibodies. The third and 
fourth chapters are especially good reflecting, as 
they do, the author’s research interests. 
In these chapters, as elsewhere in the book, the 
relationship between the structural properties and 
the biological activities of antibodies is explained 
and developed so that the real importance and 
significance of the variability in immunoglobulin 
structure can be appreciated. The impo~ance of 
this type of approach cannot be overemphasized 
for, without it, the biological importance of many 
immunochemical and in vitro cellular immunology 
experiments is often obscure to the uninitiated. 
The illustrations are carefully chosen and infor- 
mative and each chapter has a list of references to 
important published papers. 
A good read and good value, this book will ap- 
peal not only to postgraduate students (its prime 
target) but also to undergraduates, research 
workers and teachers. 
Norman Staines 
The Cytoskeleton: Cellular Architecture and Choreography 
by A.B. Fulton 
Ch~prn~~ and Half; London, 1984 
80 pages. f3.25 
This short book is an addition to Chapman and 
Hall’s ‘Outline Studies in Biology’ and is a natural 
topic to be included in this series. The cytoskeleton 
is currently a very fashionable and productive area 
of research attracting scientists with backgrounds 
varying from biophysics to pathology. There has 
therefore been an explosion in the amount of in- 
formation gathered concerning many aspects of 
the subject and it is now worthy of its own slot in 
the curriculum. A publication of this size devoted 
to the cytoskeleton will therefore be a welcome ad- 
dition to both the teacher’s and student’s 
bookshelves although this particular work is rather 
disappointing. 
The book is divided into three chapters dealing 
with the chemistry of cytoskeletal proteins, the 
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